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when it is remembered that the factory system inherited the The family
traditions of an older industrial system in which long hours \
of labour and the employment of children were normal and <
regular practices. There was, however, this important
difference between the domestic system and the factory
system—the unit of industry in the former was the family,
in the latter it is the individual; and this difference affects
not only the problem of earnings but also the position of
the child. Under the domestic system the family of an
artisan worked under the same roof. It was considered a
merit of the domestic system that it kept husband and wife
and children together *, so that their earnings went into a
common purse and children worked under the eyes of their
parents. Under the factory system the members of the
family were dispersed, and children came under the control
of strangers. How far the change was detrimental depends
on the extent to which the relations of parents and children
were softened by feelings of natural affection. In so far as
the parents avoided exhausting toil the evils of child labour
would be mitigated. But in earlier times children were not
always treated humanely by their parents. One who was
brought up under the domestic system declared that the
days of his childhood were " really the days of infant
slavery ". " The creatures ", he said, " were set to work as
soon as they could crawl, and their parents were the hardest
of taskmasters " 2.
On the whole, it would appear that children were employed Compart
at an earlier age and for less wages than the majority ^^u^enin
children employed in factories 3.   It was, indeed, used as an factories.
1	Parliamentary Papers (1806), iii. 22, 148 ; The Gentleman's Magazine*
ix. 205.    All the members of the family assisted in the work: Parliamentary
Papers (1806), iii. 6, 66, 125,
2	Cooke Taylor, Notes of a Tour in Lancashire (1842), 141.   A different
opinion is expressed in The Humble Petition of the Poor Spinners (1788).
3	A similar view was held by the commissioners in The First Report
on Factories (1833), 51, who also remarked on the cruelty towards children
* in many a cottage' : ibid. C. i. 170.   A stocking weaver at Hinckley
was asked :  " At what age do the children commence working ?—As soon
as they are able to handle a needle.   At what age is that ?—About three
years.    How many hours of labour for a child five years old ?—I should
think nine or ten " :   The First Report of the Commissioners for Inquiring
into the State of Large Towns (1844), xvii. 48-49.

